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Brickfields, Sanquhar

Sanquhar is one of a series of villages stretched along the Nith valley and the A76, between Dumfries and Kilmarnock, surrounded by the Southern Uplands, sharing a history of industrial 
resource exploitation, particularly coal, and in Sanquhar’s particular case, clay and the production of bricks and terracotta. With the death of these industries, these villages have seen 
emigation of the population, including my own family, and a dearth of replacement employment. In recent years, locations have attracted creative practitioners (Charles Jencks in 
Holywood, Andy Goldsworth and Tina Fiske in Thornhill, Dave Rushton in Sanquhar) who have literally changed the landscape. To the North of Sanquhar is the enormous post industrial 
landscape intervention of Crawick Multiverse, the hills to the West are home to numerous Goldsworthy sculptures.

To this location, MERZ’s latest project takes the redundant landscape to the North of the village, the former site of the Buccleuch Terracotta Works. The site has an adapted topography, 
both from the extraction of material, and the infrastructure required. A number of formed ‘hollows’ in a South facing embankment are the remnant of clay removal, linear topographical 
features define previous tramways and drainge channels, and the largest recess has become a sump, establishing a marsh. Three buildings occupy the Western entrance to the site, 
one built in the bricks manufactured on the site. Vegetation has reclaimed parts of the former stripped site, forming areas of secluded privacy. The locals of the villagers have formed a 
number of paths around and across the site. Care must be taken, as redundant undermining, and active drainage holes are located on defined parts of the site.

MERZ’s outline proposal for the site is multi-faceted. The existing buildings are projected to be used to house a pottery workshop, utilising clay from the site, and allowing MERZ to 
provide kiln facilities that it currently contracts out. Some parts of the site are acknowledged to be unuseable for buildings of any sort, due to instability, and unseen danger. The clay 
hollows however, offering privacy and shelter, form the basis for a proposal to establish hutting on the site. MERZ are currently negotiating a 25 lease with the landowner.

As a village with an active rail station, and within 90 minutes of both Glasgow and Edinburgh, affording access to a rural environment, a National Forest, and creative stimuli, the location 
fits the profile of a hutting site as per previous mapping exercise. MERZ desire to lease hut footprints for peppercorn rents, to urban visitors, with a possible facility for schools, to teach 
through practical projects sustainable building techniques.

The opportunities for my study are :
	 - to work with MERZ’s advisory body to progress investigation and staged development of the site, with the chance to design and self-build a hut within a pedagogical/     
demonstrational context,
	 - to design on a former industrial ‘marginal site’, deemed to have little agricultural or developmental value, the type of site that could allow access to hutting for the widest 
demographic, dealing with a complex existing environment, reflecting the ‘work’ legacy of industry
	 - to interact with a local community, and work with a body of artists of various disciplines
	 - this is either a standalone opportunity, or a particular example of hutting design that provides critical comparison with other sites and design stimuli

       Project overview



        MERZ project booklet : cover



       MERZ project booklet : pages 1 & 2



       MERZ project booklet : pages3 & 4



       MERZ project booklet : pages 5 & 6



       National context



       Regional context



        Local context



        Village context



        Village aerial
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        Site aerial



        Site zones

Industrial building remains

Plateau

Holloway

Clay pit hollow

Ridge / tramway 

Mere



        Site photograph locations

4
7

1

2
3

5
6

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16



1

Looking North on StMary’s Street towards site embankment

2

South facing embankment, roof of existing building visible

3

Remnants of brickworks

4

Regrowth in clay pits

5

Looking North West towards entrance, exposed ash evident 

6

View back to entrance gate, adjacent housing and petting zoo

        Site photographs 1-6
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Panorama looking North of clay embankment
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Ex industrial topography

        Site photographs 7-8
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Sequence of excavated hollows

10

Paths in use by community

        Site photographs 9-10



11

Upper plateau, looking to existing buildings
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Formed channel, acting as site drainage

        Site photographs 11-12
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‘Holloway’ through site to sheds

14

Existing brick building and iron extension, vehicle ramp

        Site photographs 13-14
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Former industrial remnants

16

Upper entrance to site from StMary’s Street

        Site photographs 15-16
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        LiDAR Upper Nithsdale



        LiDAR Sanquhar



        LiDAR Brickfields



        Site LiDAR survey (NLS), viewed from South West



        Site LiDAR survey (NLS), viewed from West



        Site LiDAR survey (NLS), viewed from North West



        Site LiDAR survey (NLS), viewed from South and South West



       Festival brochure



       Festival talk

Sanquhar Arts Festival, 25th May 2024 - an introduction

My research is focussing on hutting, and its unavoidable engagement with the social, political, physical legacies of the Industrial Age. This has left marginal land, much of it close 
to metropolitan centres; but with particular focus on rural Scotland, it has left a large number of sites and populations, that were employed for a particular purpose, usually for the 
extraction of a defined resource, and at the end of their useful life, they have been abandoned. They are not sought after for redevelopment, either because the population or locality 
doesn’t create demand or require it, or they may be prohibitively expensive to develop. These pockets, soaked in memory but without the next chapter of a story, present a different 
opportunity.

These sites tend be located on transport networks, particularly with public provision. A ready infrastructure and population combined with locations are that are on the doorstep 
of natural assets. Carbeth, the country’s largest hutting site…a 30 minute drive from the centre of Glasgow, but on the doorstep of Loch Lomond and The Trossachs National Park, 
and located on the West Highland Way. The parallels with Brickfields are apparent…under an hours drive from Ayr or Kilmarnock, just over an hour from Glasgow,  or a direct train 
journey from Glasgow Central, on the doorstep of the Galloway Forest Park, and located on the Southern Upland Way.  It has the added potential of becoming part of the community 
of Sanquhar.

Brownfield sites are full of the stories of their land and people, and development like this can provide opportunities to extract, illuminate and celebrate these narratives. A community’s 
hutting and art practice can make new markers on the land, to avoid memory loss, and create new memories.

Surveys will establish any parts of the site that are not suitable for access or construction. Studies will analyse which part of the site enjoy reduced visual impact on and from nearby 
properties. The Hutting Act includes mechanisms that reduce impact on the environment and nearby communities…it limits size of hut, connection to networks, and the need to be  
removable with little or no trace, and Planning Permissions that have been granted have further defined occupation periods and removed the ability to sub-let. 

Quoting from Reforesting Scotland’s ’New Hutting Development’, guidance, they state the benefits of hutting include;
* Health and wellbeing 
* Building understanding of the natural environment 
* Creating strong and resilient communities 
* Sustainable rural development 
* Capitalising on Scotland’s existing innovation and expertise 
And with particular reference to ‘Reconstruction and Fabrication’….
* Developing skills in low carbon living 
“Spending time in a simple, rustic hut can be a highly effective way of learning how to reduce our impact locally and globally. Hutters’ experience the natural environment at close 
quarters and learn how human behaviour impacts upon it. Hutting life teaches economy with resources, the need to minimise waste, and ways of re-using materials, both in the fabric 
of the building and in daily life. Hutting locally has much lower impact on the environment than holidays abroad (flying is a major contributor to individual carbon footprints). Hutting 
also offers people opportunities to gain a range of skills which society has tended to lose over the generations – such as practical skills in using resources creatively, countryside 
crafts and green woodwork. In short, it can help to equip us with the life skills for genuinely low carbon living.”

These sites are not the only asset left after resource extraction. We are surrounded by what we perceive as waste. Whether the product of building refurbishment or demolition ready 
for direct reuse, or the packaging and offcuts that can be repurposed and reassembled into new components, or the materials available now or in the future on the site itself. All of 
this material potential can be used to unlock personal potential, with training and skills development, and community resource recycling. 

A new category within the Building Act has been established to embrace hut building; type 23A. If the hut is constructed within defined parameters, it means that a Building Warrant 
will not be required, and compliance with the full extent of Building Standards is not relevant. If the criteria of Type 23A are not adhered to, a Warrant process will be required. 
Hutters’ hold ‘full responsibility and liability for their buildings safety and impact on people using the hut and on the wider environment.’ (Reforesting Scotland Good Practice Guide, 
2018)

Clay that has supported the site’s last two hundred years of work remains a useable asset. 
- Combined with other locally available materials, the resulting cob could be used as thermal mass within a floor or wall, helping reduce diurnal heat loss, or as an external skin to 
a timber framed construction. 
- Integrated into a willow lattice makes a wattle and daub panel for use as external cladding.
- Air drying of formed bricks
Turf from the site could also be a material resource. 
- Stacked turf walls used as the external skin of timber walls
Note that use of these materials as walls requires combining with a protective overhanging roof form. This has the benefit of creating a sheltered zone for occupation around the hut.
- For roofs, turf or more specifically moss can create a site integrated building-scape.

Additional (re)generation of vegetation in the forms of shrubs and trees on the site would be a benefit, for its own aesthetic, as well as a mutual privacy shield between huts and 
existing neighbouring homes. It would generate a carbon sink, and it could also be selectively harvested....green timber as wattle frames or small scale gridshell structures, 
seasoned timber as cladding materials.
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        Pit 3 : the cleugh
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